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" FRormer SS officer . Dr. Erich Raj ia (formerly Rajakovic) .

- §7 of; the Austrian Criminal Code for "having with malicious -
‘gﬁforethought created ‘a situation which broubht about danger

"The charge stemmed from a telegram which Raja sent. from::

. |" The Hague to Paris ordering that 83 Dutch Jews be sent- to e
|..Auschwitz . Only 1 of the §3 survived the concentration: camp‘_z

'”fmachine"y in Holland The JJury- unanimoysly aqquitoed RaJa
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has been found gullty of CO*“*tuiﬂV oublic vidlence and
sentenved to .2~ 1/2 years rigorous imprisonment.

The Jury. voted S to-2 (with an additioral - member votinv
' ullty with reservations) to find paﬂa guilty under Section

_life for human beings. and. which resulted in thHeir death "721“”

~Raja, who was’ born 4n Trieste, pract*ced law .in Vienna beforeﬂ
‘World War II and“was: 2. wartime bareau rat in the Nazi .death .~
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There has been. relatively llttle press commﬂnt on the

~verdict andpopular interest in the trial was slight. - .
Herbert: Schiff: in 4independent Neues Oesterreich wrote- that,

considering. the special circumstances of the case. (e, Bey

. lack of: concrete .evidence, indirect particjpation in the .
.death of the victims), "the rather mild sentence 1s no

blemish." “He added that the Vienna Jjury members showed: that
they “want murder to be punished even after decades and' not
be buried under the statute of .limitations." Chief Editor-
Franz Kreuzer, An Socialist Arbeiter-Zeitung, commented -that,
while the mild sentence: is not really satisfactory, the mere
fact that: Raja was pronounced guilty is of great significance.
The Austrian press. reports that there has been some criticism
from. Dutch newspapers concerning the light sentence. Com-

" munist Volksstirme: qal‘ed the verdict a great’ disappointment. é
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